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however, a most unfortunate accident revealed the
whole proceeding*.    Two lovers had formed an ar-
rangement to make an excursion from Funchal to
Kama de Loba, and leaving the former place in a
small boat, were in due time landed at Prior Bay.
They had not proceeded far, before they discovered
the cave, and tempted, by its coolness and its soli-
tary situation, they entered it, when, to their sur-
prise, they saw a man lying in a remote part of
the interior.    As he appeared to be sleeping very
soundly, they ventured to look farther in, when
they perceived a great number of cases deposited in
an obscure corner ; and, suspecting that they were
placed there to  elude the vigilance of the revenue
officers, they immediately communicated the fact
to some persons in the Custom-house,  in the hope
of being rewarded for their zeal.    The Custom-
house people, who were probably already aware
of the circumstance, did not appear to be very
anxious to interfere, and told the disappointed in-
formers that they might take a few cases for them-
selves, and say nothing more about the matter.
Shortly afterwards, however, the affair reached the
ears  of the Governor,  who  immediately sent  a
military party to seize upon the illicit deposit, the
contents of which were demonstrated by the potent
effects which they had upon the soldiers.

The stone fruits of Madeira are in general of a
very inferior quality, arising from mere want of
attention to their cultivation; for where the trees